The major challen Lge arises 


From the hope placed in the 
church by the world.... Let us 
know how to give reason for : 
this hope by the witness of 
unity, of communion, of 
Christian authenticity, and 


- of apostolic work, 
Archbishop Oscar Romero 
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Open House and 


Corrie House will be open 
soon. We invite you to the 
blessing on Oct. 25 at 7pm. 

Fr, Frank Cordaro will be 
officiating. 

We named the house after, 
Corrie Ten Boom, a woman wha, 
with her family, sheltered Jews 
during WWII, They were caught 
and sent to concentration camps, 
Her father and sister .died 
there. There are many stories 
of miracles about when she was 
in the camp. One was that she 
and her sister were able tc smug- 
gle a Bible into the camp. 

At nights they were able to read 
it because the room they were 

in was infested with lice and the 
guards refused to enter, 

If interested, she has several 
books out. Two are "Trampin' 
for the Lord", and "In My Father's 
House," 1 recommend the latter. 

Come to the blessing. We're all 
excited about this house. The 
location is 1318 7th St, 


Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community. 


House Blessing 
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Thank yous and. Needs 


Dear friends of the house: 


Thank-you for the donations 
this past month. We have re- 
ceived silverware and cups, and 
so our list dwindles slightly. 

We also received food enough to 
keep us, and for this we say 
thank-you. We continue to need: 
Prayers-without this we wouldn't 
be able to continue. We sense 

the strength and joy that God 
gives us, This isn't possible 
without prayer. 

Money-Winter is fast approaching 
and with Corrie house added to 
Lazarus and Liguitti the heating 
bills will be enormous, Our houses 
are full and definitely needed so 
we don't feel bad about requesting 
money. 

Food-Our needs have been being met 
in this area, We could really use 
alot of canned goods and pasta 

as people around our neighborhood 
continue to come to the door, These 
are people who receive enough aid 
for rent but there is no or little 
way to obtain food, Their needs 
aren't being met through present 
food pantries-we give as we have 
but we just simply don’t have, 


Shampoo, bar soap, laundry soap, 
tampons, deoderant, toothpaste- 

the need for these is obvious, we 
don't want to stink, 

Amonia, Sani-Fiush, Comet-and 

any other cleaning supplies. Our 
fall cleaning is coming up and when 
we want to give a thorough cleaning 
we want the supplies as well, 

Trash bags, kitchen towels-We need 
these for the kitchen, large and 
heavy duty are appreciated. 

For the kitchen we could also use 
glasses and cooking knives. 


We have many people, guests, 
as well as: people coming to the 
door for Diapers and Baby Formula, 
(Enfamil and Similac are popular), 

As for Jim-COFFEE-if Jim's 
happy, we're happy!! Jim would also 
appreciate hand tools such as 


hammers, screwdrivers and pliers, 
We definitely need a new truck. 


A 1985 Toyota small pick-up with 


4-wheel drive, am/fm radio,and 
cassette player would be wonderful 
we'll settle for ANYTHING THAT RUNS. 
We use the truck to pick up food etc. 

We always appreciate volunteers 
to help in all areas. 

Again~a big thank-you to people 
who come and bring suppers, who 
brought us food. We appreciate you 
all very much, 


Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


P.S. Corrie House needs 4 dressers 
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Readers, 
Please Read 


If you are moving please send 

us a change of address card. 

When you don't we are charged 
30¢ for every Via Pacis returmed., 
We are updating our mailing list. 
This is hard to do if we don't have 
the change of address cards. 

If you know of anyone that was 
receiving Via Pacis and doesn"t 
now but still wants to, please 
notify us. ; 


Thank-you 
D.M.C.W. 


and Zsets of box springs and mattresses 


for single beds. 
LSE aE SSS ES SS See 
via pacis 


VIA PACIS is published every two 


months by the Des Moines Catholic 


Worker, Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 
50306. Telephone 51-243-0765 or 
243-7471. 
of Hospitality at 1317 8th St., 
a temporary shelter for women, 


We maintain Lazarus House 


MASS is celebrated at Lazarus 
House every Friday, 7:30 PM, 
A great way to visit the 
Catholic Workert!! 


couples and families, and Monsignor 


Ligutti Library and Peace and 
Justice Center at 1301 8th St, 
also maintain Corrie House, a 
longer term shelter for women at 
1318 7th St, 


We 


November 6, 1985 
The National Nuclear Weapons 
Freeze is sponsoring Stop the Testing 
Campaign at the nuclear weapons 
test site in Nevada. The designated 
date for Iowa's presence at the site 
is November 6, There will be 
~ opportunity for people to leaflet, 
vigil or do civil disobedience, 
People will be going by car to 
Nevada, The approximate cost will 
be $150 for gas and food. Housing 
will be provided. 
Tentative Schedule: 
Oct. 23-Organizational meeting 
at 7:30pm, 4211 Grand D.M. 
Nov. 2-4-Travel time to Nevada 
Nov. 5-training sessions 
‘Nov. 6-Iowa presence at the test sit 
Nov. 7-9-community service work 
for C.D-.ers. 
Nov. 10-11-Travel time to Iowa. 
For more information contact: 
Jay Robinson 
4211 Grand 
Des Moines, JA 


515-274-4854 


October 11, 1985 has been declared 


National Anti-Apartheid Protest 
Day. This day coincides with 
Southern Africa Political Prisoner 
Day. 

In rememberance of the people 
slain and imprisoned in South Africa, 
a Des Moines group has planned 4 
time of music and speakers and 4 
mock funeral procession to mark the 
day. Come join us at: 


A Gathering in Solidarity: 


People for a Free South Africa. ~ 


Oct. 11, 1985 
6:30-7:30 
Nollen Plaza 


Shoe of ee 


November 9-10, 1985 

Weekend Missile Silo Vigil 
in Missouri 

The weekends events will begin 
with a rally at noon Saturday, 
Nov. 9, at Knobster State Park, 
in the heart of missile country. 
Vigilers in groups of 3 or more 
then will be dispersed to various 
missile silos to spend the night. 
They will reassemble at noon 
Sunday for a concluding ceremony 
at the main gate of Whiteman Air 
Force Base near Knob Nosters, MO. 

For more information and rides: 


In Wisconsin contact: 
Nukewatch 
315 West Gorham St. 
Madison, WI 53703 
608-256-4146 


In Iowa contact: 
Patti McKee 
Box 4551 
Des Moines, JA 50306 
515-243-0765 


In Missouri or Kansas contact: 


‘ ery 


October 21, 1985 

Project Disarm calls for 4 mass 
action to shut down the Rock Island 
Arsenal, to confront and stop this 
military nerve center in the Mid- . 
West. They are encouraging groups 
throughout the Midwest to take part. 
For more information contact: 


Project Disarm 

e/o Disarm now Action Group 
4o7 S, Dearborn #370 
Chicago, IL 60605-1144 


312-427-2533 
OR 


Project Disarm 
906 W, 5th St. 
Davenport, JA 
319-324-0800 


Kansas City Interfaith Peace Alliance 


3031 Holmes 
Kansas City, MO 64109 


Buy Nicaraguan CoSSee; 


For El Salvador: 7 
Please send cards to this effect 
to help our sister in custody!!! 


Dear President Duarte, 


On April 19, Nidia Diaz, a member 
of the FMLN was captured by gov- 
ernment forces! She is currently 
being held in their custody. 


We know that Commander Diaz was 
seriously wounded. We ask you: 


1. Provide her with needed & 
proper medical care, specif- 
ifically surgery on her 
right hand. 


2. Respect the agreements of 

4 the Geneva Convention, of 
which you are a member, in 
regard to prisoners of war. 


Sincerely, 
City/State 


President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte 
Casa Presidencial 
San Salvador, 
El Salvador 
Central America 


ts 


The Catholic Worker Farm in 
California has a "Candle Factory." 
They have Advent sets consisting 
of 3 purple candles and 1 pink candle. 
Each are 9 inches long and 14 in. 
in diameter.The set also includes 
| a wood base, a prayer leaflet and 
cedar greens from the Sierra 
| 


| 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
| 
| 


foothills, 
The cost is 23 dollars, postpaid $25, 
for orders east of the Mississippi. 
If interested: 

Catholic Worker Farm 

Box 53 

Sheep Ranch, CA 95250 


THANK YOU VERY MUCH-Chris, Joan and Mary, 


I hereby buy a half-pound of Nicaraguan coffee 
to be brought into the U_S, by the Nicaraguan 
Friendship Project. I am doing this to express 
my friendship with the Nicaraguan people and my 
admiration for their accomplishments, and to 
challenge the illegal and immoral U.S, govern- 
ment embargo. I understand that delivery will 
be contingent on getting the coffee across the 
border, and that any profits will be sent to Nica- 
ragua. 


Get it 


. og' 
(sign on reverse) while its 
movement printed 
Signature 


Name (printed) 


Address 


Town - 


Phone: 

Enclose $5.00 per half-pound and send to 
Nicaraguan Friendship Project 
Box 8211, Des Moines, 1A 50306 


HOT 
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Son Spots 


"Father forgive them for 
they know not what they 
do." Luke 23324 


A little over two years ago I 
had a very vivid dream that I would 
like to share with you. It was 
more of a story really than a dream 
and I felt as if I was more of,an 
observer in this situation than a 
dreamer-but it was a dream and 
I call it “The Story Fish". 

This dream opens in a very small 
town. The people in the town don't 
appear to be extremely rich but no 
one is poor. 

One day an old, dusty man wan- 
dered into this small town. He was 
a transient, just a man looking _ 
for a place to live, a place to be 
accepted for who and what he was. 
He called himself a bum, and he 
would ask the towns people for a 
Aittle bit of money so that he 
could eat. : 

The young people in the town 
loved this old man. They would feed 
him and help him each day. In 
return he told the young people alot 
of stories. This man was full of 
the wisdom that is really just com- 
mon sense, To the young people he 
was Wise. 

One day he told these young peo- 
ple about the Story Fish. He said 
you'd always recongnize the fish as 
it was bright orange, blue, green, 
purple and red-like the rainbow. 

He told them that if they ever saw 
this fish whenever they were swim- 
ming that the fish would grant a 
wish, It was this story above all 
others that they treasured, 

About two weeks passed and the 
parents of the children decided that 
the old man was a bad influence. 
Besides, in the end, it was their 


‘money he was getting. The tows 


people called a council meeting and 
decided that the old man should be 

asked to leave-tactfully of course- 
but still asked to leave. 


And so the next day, the 
towns people got together and 
asked the man to leave town. 

The children were angry, very 
angry and they ran after the old 
man wmtil they caught up with 
him at the edge of town, They 
wanted him to stand and fight, 
and they explained their anger. 
Their anger came because their 
parents didn't umderstand that 
they were leaming love and com- 
passion and common sense about 
this world of today. They. all 
wanted to go with the old man | 
that day. 


The man looked at the children 
and told them not to be angry. 
He told them to remember the lessons 
they learned. He told them to 
forgive their parents because their 
parents didn't understnad. He told 
them that the parents were pro- 
tecting what was theirs. 


As the old man walked out of 
town he told. the children to go 
swimming. And in my dream as the 
children were sWimming, all of the 
adults started erecting barbed 
wire fences around their houses, 
trying to protect themselves, 

The old man sighed in dismay. 

As the children were swimming, 
they were sad, too, because they'd 
learned lessons of sharing and 
helping one in need out, They, too, 
sighed in dismay-but at that very 
moment, in the sparkling water, 
they saw the Story Fish in the 
brilliant colors of the rainbow- 
And they hag one .wish--that all 
people could live together in 
harmony, without greed and all 
things that make us less than fully 
human, The wish was granted to 
the children there~and it was up 
to them to spread their love around. 


When I woke up I had tears 
in my eyes for I hoping it was 
only that easy-that peace and love 
for one another could happen by 
a granted wish, These things 
only happen through our Creator 
though e 

And then, I got angry-I was 
angry at myself for not always 
considering others as myself-I 
was angry at the military because 
military expenditures is a major 
cause of world hunger, I was angry 
that world governments allow in- 
justice to rage because the injust- 
ice benefitted them-I was angry at 
national and multi-national 
corporations for their exploita- 
tion of third world countries..... 

And then I remembered-forgive 
them for they know not what they 
do-they don't understand that in 
their riches that they're being 
greedy and causing hunger, injustice 
and exploitation. 

It sometimes reminds me of the 
mentally retarded; residents I 
worked with. One would viciously _ 


say mean things to another-it seemed 


pre-meditated, but was it? Maybe 
they didn't understand what reaction 
those sentences would have all 
because they wanted their way. 


The dream was a dream, The mes- 
sage was a dream, and I know this 
dream was meant to be shared. 

I don't know exactly what or 


‘even if the dream was supposed to 


teach me-but it seems obvious to 


‘me that when we pray the Lord's 


Prayer-"forgive us our trespasses 
(sins)as we forgive those who 
trespass (sin) against us", that 
we don*t miean it. 

Another thought that occurred 
to me about the dream had to do 
with the people that put up the 
barbed wire fences. They were put- 
ting up the fence to protect what 


.they thought was theirs-land and 


possessions, What occurred to me 
was that the land is the Lord's 
and we are to care for it-no one 
can truly own land. The earth is 
God's creation, — c 
The second part of this is the 
idea of putting up partitians or 
boundaries. I'm reminded of 
Arthur and Merlin. When Arthur 
Was a small child, Merlin tuned 
him into a bird-a hawk I think-and 


‘when ArtHfur became a boy again, 


Merlin asked Arthur what he had 
learned. One of the things that 
Arthur had learned was that from 
the sky there are no boundaries- 
there are no lines that separate 


‘state from state, country from coum- 


try. I feel this is the way God 
sees'us. God didn't create 
boundaries other than mountains or 
rivers-natural boundaries. God 
sees us as a planet and we all live 
on it and are responsible to one 
another. Back to the drean, 

For myself I leammed I have to 


‘deal with the anger that I feel 


toward the causes of hunger and 
injustice. The individuals or 


‘corporations just don't understand 


and we must forgive, If they do 
understand, then it’s even harder, 


‘but we must love and forgive these 


people as God, Jesus, commanded 
us to, and as He forgave us and His 


‘murderers-- 


"Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” 


by Cindy Blake 
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Can You 


T, magine Ti? 


I have noticed recently an 
increase in stories dealing with 
‘he problem of homelessness in 
she news media. The story lines 
‘ary, a picture of a long line 
.t a soup kitchen, and a story 
zbout the increasing number of 
*“ransients criss-crossing the ?* 

ountry, or a picture of an :. 
lider couple living without util- 
ities in a fifteen-second inter- 
view-then off to another short 
news reel showing the gavel. falling 
.t another farm auction, 


bg 
Dave Burns 


The trouble with stories of this 
nature is that although they do , 
give you certain information, it is 
impersonal. They tell you where 
the soup lines are and give you 


_rough estimates of how many people 


are, or soon will be, eating candle 
light dinners. This type of infor- 
mation makes nice conversation, over 
coffee,or at water coolers, again, 
it's impersonal. I believe that ay 
is this impersonal aspect of these 
stories that should be changed. 

How many people can say that 
they understand how it would feel 
+o have to choose between food and 
electricity? Or how many can relate 
to the mental stress caused by 
living under bridges? Or, too, 
the frustration of even when using 
the best methods of production, 
not being able to generate enough 
income to keep your farm solvent. 
We all know these things happen. 

We read about them and see them on 
television but fail to do anything 
such as, send letters, carry ban- 
ners, or argue more convincingly 
around the water cooler because the 
people in these stories are not 
real to us. 


Community 


With cold weather comin’, 
everything's heatin’ up around 
the Catholic Worker. We'ue 
looking forward to the October 
25th house blessing for Corrie 
House and all the visitor's comin' 

to join us in the celebration, 

Naturally, Jim is constantly 
working to finish the last minute 
tasks to make Corrie House more- 
than-livable. We appreciate his 
energy and persistence in dealing 
with all the problems, little and 
big, in opening a new house, 

Norman collected most of the 
furniture for the new place. 

Beds, davenports, dressers, stoves 
and refrigerators from many friends 
have come to serve our guests in 
Corrie House. He's also starting 
to collect blankets and Christmas 
presents for the homeless men and 
women in the area, Gloves, scarfs, 
warm socks, hats, coats and boots 
are all good Christmas gifts for 
folks on the street, 

Wendy and her almost-three-year- 
old son are very busy these days. 
When Wendy's not "taking" Lazarus 
house or out on a “food. rium", she 
and Luke visit the library or play 
in the yeard. ILuke's father Bobby 
is a member of the Kindred Community 
and assists with their soup kitchen 
and hospitality house. Wendy, Bobby 
and Luke live in Kindred House. 

We really appreciate their special 
presence with us. Wendy also 


represents the Worker on the Board 
for the Coalition'for the Homeless. 

Kari is working with*the Coalion 
for the Homeless and putting a few 
hours in at Baker's Square, as well 
as taking the house. Her parents 
came for a week in September. They 
received a grand tour and even fixed 
a meal for all of us. That's a 
feat when you're accustomed to 
making dinner for two. 


Sharon and Aaron retumed 
from a two-week visit to St. 

Louis in early September, Sharon 
recently landed a job as a baby- 
sitter at Trinity United Methodist 
Church. She keeps busy with a few 
hours a week at the church, the 
house and Aaron. 

Patti is busy organizing our 
Peace and Justice Library, working 
with the Coalition for the Homeless, 
and putting in a few hours at the 
group home, last month she 
reduced her hours at the group 
home so she could spend more time 
on organizing and hospitality. It's 
nice to have her around the house 
more, 

Cindy has re-typed the entire 
mailing list and has edited this 
issue in it's entirety. Cindy has 
a rare gift around the Worker: She 
types, was the prime mover and 
decorator in the new house, She 
even named it-Corrie House, Her 
energy is most appreciated by me. 

I don't intend to over work her on 
every issue of the Via Pacis, but 
she certainly doesn't waste any 

time getting her feet wet. She's 
also preparing a class on cont- 
emporary issues facing the Christian 
church, 


I don't know of any easy solu- 
tions but I would like to suggest 
that it might help if the people 
who lack personal knowledge of these 
things would spend some time 
wondering what life would be like 
without electricity while they 
prepared their morning coffee. 

Try to imagine not having to look 
out the window to check the wea- 
ther. Even harder, imagine wait- 
ing for the sheriff to knock at 
your door because your home has 
been repossessed, 

I think you can be assured that 
most of the people now experiencing 
these things spend time either 
trying to imagine what it would be 
like to live in a home with the 
standard comforts or remembering 
what it used to be like when they 
also took their comforsts or farms 
for granted, It is probably as 
difficult for these people to 
accurately visualize your life- 
style as it is for you to visual- 
ize theirs. Some of these people 
are the victims of their own poor 
judgment, many are victims of the 
eracks in our social and economic 
systems. TI believe that if we 
could stop viewing these people 
as images on television screens 
or as words on newsprint, and 
if we could put ourselves in 
their position, we'd be more 
willing to help remedy their 
situations, 


a (Donna), continue to work 
thirty hours a week at Legal Aid-and 
take the house three or four times 
a week, On occassion I've been 
known to escape £0 a nearby lake 
for some fishing. ‘Twice we've had 
fish for dinner. diab, 715} palit 
something I do on short notice: it 
takes hours to filet enough fish for 
thirty people. 

We're looking forward to the 
return of a good friend and former 
commumity member, Carmen Trotta 
Will return from his home in New 
York, ‘Sometime in October we will 
welcome his energy and endless 
philosophizing back into our home, 
Our community will be: 


Cindy Blake 
Luke Bobbitt 
Wendy Bobbitt 
Kari Fisher 
Jim Harrington 
Donna Henderson 
Patti McKee 
Norman Searah 
Carmen Trotta 
Aaron Waters 
Sharon Waters 


Suezrer Uppate 


last spring the Catholic Worker 
joined a group of local churches 
and community groups in forming 
the Des Moines Coalition for the 
‘Homeless. Spurred on by the pros- 
pect of large numbers of evictions 
following anticipated utility, 
shut offs over the summer, the 
Coalition's purpose was HG open 
sufficient shelter space for home- 
less families and single homeless 
men and women by the fall. On 
Sept. 13, the Board of Mercy 
Properties voted to turn over to 


the Coalition part of the old Bishop 


Drumm Home at 1409 Clark St. for 
use as a family shelter. The shel- 


ter should be opening up to families 


by November at the latest, 

Though there have been homeless 
families in Des Moines for a long 
time, lowa Power, through its re- 
cent policies is directly respon- 
sible for a drastic increase in 
homelessness over the past few 
months, Since April ist when the 
moratorium on utility shut-offs 
ended, lowa Power has issued thou- 


We turned 


people away 
because we 
didn’t 

have any beds 


or patience 
left. 


sands of shut-off notices, Pay- 
ment plans have been rigid: back 
bills must be paid off within three 
months, no allowances are made for 
households where for health reasons 
refrigeration or air conditioning 
are necessary. In July alone 
utilities were shut off in over 

900 homes. 

Many families. who come regularly 
to the Worker have spent the summer 
without utilities trying to pay 
off back bills so their utilities 


can be turned-on before cold weather 


hits. Others have just given up- 
one woman who came by had just got- 
ten a wood burning stove and kero- 
sene lamps for the winter, Mean- 
while both the Worker and Kindred 
Hospitality House, which opened 

in June, have had to turn families 
away almost every day throughout 


the summer. Cold weather will force 


more families out of their un- 
heated homes and without the new 
shelter there would be nowhere for 
them to go. 


ey Wen dy 


Bobbitt 


The new shelter at 14th and Clark 


consists of one wing of the old 
Bishop Drumm Home: about 30 rooms, 
a dining area, and several lounges. 
The rooms are small but clean, and 
the :::: area is in excellent repair. 
The Coalition is setting up var- 
ious programs for the families who 
come ins 
cacy program, whereby at least one 
volunteer will adopt a family and 


help them with transportation, child 


care, advocacy with social services, 
negotiations with landlords, and 
whatever else is needed to get them 
pack on their feet. There will be 


workshops in the shelter on topics 
such as tenants’ rights, ADC rights,- 
nutrition, pre-natal care, first 
aid and job seeking as well as pro- 
grams in remedial reading, tutoring, 
and recreational programs for the 
children, 


While we are moving ahead with 
plans for the family shelter, plans 
for the men's shelter are still 
completely up in the air. Des 
Moines has no free men's shelter, 
and since Trinity UMC closed in 
April, the single men who spent 
last winter in the basement there 
have been sleeping on Kindred House 
porch, in the yard, in the Kindred 
House van, and elsewhere in the 
neighborhood, The Fire Marshall _ 
has told Trinity that a number of 
expensive alterations must be made 
to bring the building up to code ~ 
for use as a shelter, so Trinity 
is’ out of the picture this year. 
All other options.to date are also 
prohibitively expensive. 


Although we must continue trying 


to meet the immediate need, to bring 


people in out of the cold and give 
them a secure place to work from to 
get themselves established again, 
all of us in the Coalition realize 
that we cannot let our work stop 


Most important is an advo- 


there, Our real work, is “to ghange. 
the policies that are forcing more 
and more families and individuals 
out of their homes and into the 
streets. This will never happen 
until people wmderstand that there 
is immense suffering out here, 
that many of the people they see 
every day are hungry, are out of 
work, have nowhere to turn. 

Social Services are not meeting the 
need and will not meet the need 
until more money is made available, 
and this will not happen until 

our eyes and ears are opened, 

No one can see what is happening 
and not be angry. We hope that 
when the new shelter is opened and 
fills up, as it must very soon, 
people will begin to realize how 
serious the situation is, We pray 
that we will not let our brothers 
and sisters live like this. 


NEEDED FOR THE SHELTER: 


MONEY-expenses will approach 

~3,000 a month. 

VOLUNTEERS: Advocates, child 
care, transporta- 
tion, staffing 
the shelter, esp. 
full-time volunteers. 


Reelecctions 
Lrom the 
Living Room 


Sometimes there's just too 
much reality for me here. 
Babies cry, men shout, women 
weep. Too much anger, too much 
frustration, too much poverty. 

A young man just walked by the 
tree that hangs over our large 
garden. Smash. The sowmd of 
glass breaking against the tree 
and falling like ice crystals on 
the broken concrete slabs that are 
the sidewalk. Broken glass, 
broken concrete, broken people. 

A neighbor's dog stops in the ' 
middle of the intersection of 
Highth and Indiana to scratch 
at a flea. Then it meanders on 
without direction, without pur- 
pose. Not umlike the situation 
many people in the neighborhood 
find themselves in. Purposeless, 
directionless, jobless, homeless. 
By our treatment of them, we say, 
"You are worthless, but take this 
morsel and- be satisfied." Broken 
bodies, broken hearts, broken 
spirits. 

The discipline of balance is ~- 
always difficult, I would not pre- 


sume to say that balance is any more 


difficult at the Catholic Worker 
than in another lifestyle, but it 
is different. I realized the 
difference when I spoke to a young 
woman about the Catholic Worker. 
She said, "Well, if you don't do 
it, someone else will." It would 
be nice to bask in such certainty, 
put at the Catholic Worker reality 
pierces the very fabric of our 


lives. When the Kindred Community's 


house on sixth avenue is full and 
our house is full, as both houses 
have been for the last two months, 


(con’t on p- 11) 
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Reriections FROM Mexico 


of what I have to say was first said to me by Salvador- eae 
ans themselves. We have become the most. predatory ar ci 


tures on earth and one wonders whether we, 4s Chris- qT 

August 17, 1985 tians, are doing anything to bring a halt to the mass si 
killing or whether we are adding to it. I am filled _ 7 

Beloved Friends, with great confusion on this issue. It is not always ¢ 
Tt has been 2 long time since I have sent a letter a question of bringing a message or providing a solu- t 

to you. It is not because I have forgotten you...to tion but of exploring with others our response as be- n 


the contrary, it's when I don't write that I think most lievers. a 
about you. These last months have ,been filled with 
work, personal concerns, uncertainties and new projections. 

I am writing to let you know that I will be in the 
states soon. My first talk will be in Portland, Ore, 
From there I move eastward. In the Iowa area I have 
talks in Bettendorf (St. Joh Vianey), Dubuque, 
sponsored by. Catholic Worker and Waterloo (at Iowa 
State if a conflict with another program can be 
worked out) I don't know yet how I will be travelling 
but if I can borrow a car I will be passing through some 
of your areas. Foo instance T will be going to Minn. 
from Iowa etc, All depends on what Sylvia Pyne has 
for me by way of programming, which I don't know about 
yet. I sent her a list of dates and places I have 
commitments and told her she could fill you in with 
requests that arrived in Davenport. One way or another 
I will be in contact with you. 

The plans for the home for youngsters in B1 Salvador 
seem to be developing well. I have been offered gratis 
about ninety acres of land and there is already a big 
old house on the property. f don't know about the 
condition of the land but 1 am sure that something can 
be done there (vegetables, corn etc or cows, chickens, 
hogs, etc.). Everything must be done to help these 
youngsters to be as self-sufficient as possible. Just 
fresh eggs every day would be significant. J am still 
looking for personnel to operate the home. 1 have 
spoken to some franciscan brothers but have heard 
nothing from them to date, During my trip through the 
states I will be talking to more people, religious, lay, 
etc. What are needed are a couple of men (since the 
home will be for male youngsters... have explained that 
there are few homeless young girls in the streets. .they 
are more easily taken in by families.) who are "handy" 
in various areas, especially dealing with the sensitivi- 
ties of these youngsters, They would have to speak 
Spanish obviously. A woman at the home would also be 
important in terms of their psychological development etc. 
They need some semblance of family life. 

T have been seeking funds by mail and you folks have 
been among the most faithful contributors. Those 
contributions are adding up and if I can raise Approx. 


fifty thousand dollars more on this trip then the home On July 4th my son Rieardo and his wife and baby 
will be a reality in the near future, If not, then I will left for Canada, That separation has been most diffi- 
continue the effort by mail and hopefully it won't be cult for me, Many of you have been through the same 
long before the required funds are available. process and it may have been difficult for you or 
The clinic in Belize, as you may already know, was maybe not. But from my own experience it was most 
dedicated on June 25. There is a full time nurse there difficult and continues to be. It may be because of 
and a weekly visit by a doctor. I believe that we our own conditions, the distances, I don't know what, 
will have to seek another nurse in a few months because put the absence of Grace Michelle has left a real 
I don't know how long the present nurse intends to void in my life. Because of my concerns, she became 
work there as a volunteer. The maintenance of the a symbol of hope for me, a corner of innocence in the 
clinic is minimal. The contributions from St. Joseph world, a reason to struggle. The proximity was a big 
commmity at Pamell, lowa alone could take care of the help. She still remains those important things to me 
maintenance. ‘You see, commitment, through a small but it is different, Because my tour will take me to 
group of people, can ‘and does accomplish significant Toronto, I will have the opportunity of spending a 
things, (and we do more that you must remember...food short time with them, It will be better than a B-12 
and medical assistance to the camps in El Salvador, shot, 1 suppose when one is married the spouse be- 
in Chiapas and refugees in South Central Mexico.) ‘comes a support element like this. Again, 1 do not 
It is not always the amount of the assistance which know. ; ; 
4s important but the consistency which enables those My plans are still undefined as far as the future 
who do the work to plan and not have those plans ys concerned. The word from ny good friends in EL 
frustrated for lack of income. You plan big or small.. Salvador is that this is not the time +o return. They 
depending on your income...bdut you plan. There. is remind me that such a decision is not 4 question of 
neither space to adequately express thoughts about cowardliness but rather one of common sense in terms 
what is occuring in Central America nor is it prudent of my ability, as your representative, to continue to 
to do so without being able to dialogue. ~ That's why be effective in alleviating human need. Again, it 
1 hope to see some of you, to able to exchange ideas and requires much reflection. 
i hago =e hid “aims & a mK 4c The economic situation here Sere as ees of 
ye s year is:"Central America: "here 1s So may have been reading, is catastrophic. e pesos 
Way to Peace; Peace is the Way." I have given this long ae ee 247 per dollar 0 375 per dollar overnight. 
| tee eae INS Fare at Stee a ae Now with the rush on dollars es ee ee 
y an eintore ent Se ez isl [sfeieiel eels has gone to er dollar bu e exc e rate 
see oes Re il ee Stee a ae a we and ae oe ieeiule a Eises who a pee bare . 
it may even be e worst one, tet, am trying to re- urse, are enjoying every momen of i currencies 
spond to the faith element in my life--the human dimen- gat Par ree ee this devaluation of the 
sion in El Salvador, the historical reality and other pesos comes higher prices. I don't really know how 
considerations. If there are some of you who disagree the very poor are managing to survive. the erime rate 
with me I want to hear, but please realize that much 4s horrendous and here in Cuernavaca the nightly assaults 
é are increasing all the time. You simply do not walk 
b the streets at night. I do not think that those assaults 
| ’ are the work of the very poor (though I am sure that 
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desparation drives some of them to that) but rather of 
criminal elements taking advantage of the situation. 

The refugees, as I have said before, are the first to 
suffer because they are at the bottom of the ladder, 
Though the wave of Salvadoran refugees have lessoned 
(because of increased vigilance at the border, etc) 
there is a new wave of Nicaraguan refugees. These are 
not necessarily anti-Sandinistas but rather people who 
are fleeing the war...or fleeing conscription (by either 
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side), etc. The grapevine informs one that such refu- 
gees are arriving daily. I am just beginning to have 
contact with them. I am waiting for the propitious 
moment to interview and get their stories. 

I had a general checkup this past week, I did this 
because I am gaining weight. Believe me that it is 
not "elegant eating" that is doing that but rather 
the terrible starchy diet here. Meat has soared price- 
wise, Fish, which is on my diet three times a week, is 
now up to as much as four thousand pesos a kilo. 
Because of the diet I concerned about my diabetes, etc. 


“Well, the Lord has been good to me. My sugar,.with in- - 


sulin shots, of course, is at 102. My chloresterol is 
160 (normal is 150-250), The doctor attributes this 
to the low meat, etc, diet. In short, all the tests 
indicated that I am in pretty good shape physically. A 
told the doctor that now I should have psychological 
testing! My biggest problem is tiredness. If I geta 
little siesta in the afternoon then.1 feel more or less 
well, But when I don't get it 1 am literally sleeping 
on my feet by 6p.m. The doctor reminded me that age has 
something to do with that. 

I continue to-lecture at the Lutheran Aygsburg In- 
stitute which I enjoy immensly. You can't imagine 
the wonderful people who come through those doors. a 
have noted especially a marvelous searching mentality 
on the part of Lutheran pastors who come here. Something 
has to be happening in the states when such people 
return to their communities. I also lecture at the 
Benedictine Retreat House which has a program similar 
+o Augsburg's (but not as well done). The people there 
are good also but tend to be more "charismatic" and 
it is more difficult to get them involved in the 
reality. I also lecture occassionally at Cemanahuac 
(the largest school here) but they are "isolated" 
lectures... that is to say there is no real program 
there,..it is a language school and they invite me when 
one of the students happens to know me and requests a 
lecture. 1 don't know how much good it does, but 
without sounding bad, the income is welcomed. The best 


» 


payers are the Lutherans and the worse..well..I won't 
say it. : 

The events in South Africa and the U.S. response 
receives much criticism here in the press. One wonders 
just how well organized guerilla mits are in South 
Africa but the biggest concern is the deep feeling of 
resentment which is exploding, We must really pray for 
Bishop Tutu as a leader. The blacks are not to be 
defined as people lacking material goods in South Africa, 
put rather as people aware of their oppression, resent- 
ful of it and dtermined to do something about it. The 
U.S. "constructive engagement" is another coverup for 
our disdain of human rights when our material interests 
are involved, It's the same story repeated over and over. 
Will we soon be sending massive arms shipments (either 
directly or through surrogates) to Botha's goverament 
to "contain" the marxist influence? How simplistic 
we are! If Marx had never been born what would be our 


- pretext today to oppress the liberation movements 


which would have occured? Maybe~ our war would now be 
against “progressive Christianity." (Maybe the war 
will be against progressive Christianity!!!). 

We talk about these issues, write about them, de- 
pate them, offer our opinions, etc., but you are as aware 
as 1 am that in the last analysis it is the poor and 
the innocent who continue to suffer and die. This is 
where the praxis of faith must touch. I do not think 
it unfair, as I intend to do over and over again in 
my talk, to ask people if they really believe in God.. 
the God of Abraham, Isaias, Ezechial and Amos...the 
God who came historically as a Messiah.,.the Christ who 
died to free people? I do not think that is the God 
in whom we believe. And the reason for my own personal 
confusion as regards issues of peace and violence is 
precisely, I believe, and I hope, that this is the God 
whom I am trying to know and make certain as the object 
of my faith, I think that you have the same problem. 

It is a problem which comes from honesty and consciousness, 

I will close now, reminding you that the absence of 
correspondence does not mean that I do not think of you 
éach day. I follow Bob Williams and his friends 
through the summer cycle of planting, cultivating 
and harvest, I am aware of the terrible situation for 
the family farm in America. I follow Bob Crandall 
through his ministry, trying to give witness in the 
face of great odds (not much different than the chal- 
Zenge the Lord faced, is it?). I am aware of the honesty 
of others who search and search for answers and the 
environment in which we live is not conducive to that 
search. I think about Frank Cordaro as he starts his 
priestly ministry and pray that he is aware that the 
Spirit is what sustains him and always will, I think 
of Andrew and his family, Steve and his family, of Bud 
up in North Dakota, and others such as Rachel, the folks 
at Parnell, those in the Catholic Worker houses, and 
many others who continue to be a witness, in their ow 
ways, and at the same time being asked to share in vic- 
timhood, I think of you every day and in your spare 
moment I ask you to remember me. 


Peace to all of you...With much love, Mike 


Black clouds swirled in from 
the ocean, hinting of the approach- 
ing monsoon season, and seeming to 
animate the Nagasaki Peace Statue, 
The 50-foot high muscular Zeus- 
like character justs one arm out 
parallel to the earth, as if to 
command respect for those who died 
in the atomic bombings of Hirgshima 
and Nagasaki 40 years ago. His 
other hand points toward the hea- 
vens as if to suggest an uncertain 
fate for the: human race, should 
nuclear war occur again, 

Thousands of people from through- 
out Japan and around the world 
converged first in Hiroshima, Aug. 6 
and then in Nagasaki, Aug. 9 both 
to pay their respect and pray for 
peace, "Hibakusha," survivors of 
the atomic bombings shared their 
experiences and dignataries offered 
their observations as well. 

In Nagasaki, more than 10,000 
people came to the city's peace 
park for the memorial ceremony. 
Hundreds of doves were released 
as a symbol of hope and peace, 
shortly before 11:02 a.m,, when 
an air raid siren brought res- 
pectful silence from those gathered... 

More than 30,000 people assembled 
in Hiroshima's more spacious Peace 
Park three days earlier. There, 
in the annual "Peace Declaration," 
Mayor Takeshi Araki said, "the 
first nuclear weapon ever used 
against a human target burned all 
living things in a blinding 
flash and turned the city of Hiro- 
shima into a plain of scorched rub- 
ble." 

On that day, a bomb nicknamed 
"Little Boy" (after former Pres- 
ident Franklin Roosevelt) exploded 
over Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m. with 
the fire power of 15 kilotons of 
INT, About 85,000 of the city's 
350,000 inhabitants were killed 
instantly. By November, the death 
count had climbed to 130,000. 

On Aug. 9, a plutonium bomb 
named "Fat Man” after Winston 
Churchill, exploded over Nagasaki, 
It packed a INT punch of 22 kilotons, 
Effects of the blast, the heat 
and radiation took the lives of 
70,000 people, 

Senji Yamaguchi, just 14 
years old, was working in Naga- 
saki at the Mitsubishi Torpedo 
Factory. Forced to leave school 
by the Japanese government to 
assist in the war efforts, he was 
one of the three million youths 
labelled a “mobilized student." 

_ He had been digging an air-raid 
shelter when the bomb exploded 
1,2 kilometers (about 3/4-mile) 
away. "The uncovered upper-half 
of my body and face were badly 
burned," he said. Once he was 
transferred to the Omura Navy 
hospital, Yamaguchi slipped into 
a coma which lasted 40 days.~ 
His, burn injuries required hos- 
pitalization for the following 
| seven months, 

Since then, he has undergone a 
dozen operations and has contracted 
skin cancer. Keloids (swelling 
scar tissue) continue to return 
to the right side of his face and 
upper body, after each operation. 
His right ear, which was melted 
partially, like wax, remains dis- 
figured, as life long evidence of 
the fiery hell that was Nagasaki, 
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Yamaguchi, now 54, is presi- 
dent of the Nagasaki Council of 
Atomic Bomb Sufferers. The dimin- 
uitive, gentle-spoken man addressed 
the 6th Nagasaki International 
Gitizens Forum for Nuclear Dis- 
armament. During a two-week tour, 
in June, of the United States, he 
said he delivered peace messages 
from the mayors of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki to President Reagan at 
the State Dept, Yamaguchi also 
Placed a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldiers, 

"Personally I do not even like 
to see myself in the mirror when 
washing my face or taking a bath," 
he said. Nonetheless, he removed 
his shirt during two of his 20 
speaking engagements in the United 
States, to show the effects of 
nuclear weapons, firsthand. "The 
number of Americans who have come 
to know there would be no winners’ 
in a nuclear war is increasing 
day by day," asserted Yamaguchi. 


Soon after the bombing of Hiro- 
,shima, Floyd Schmoe, 89, said 
he had wanted to enter the city- 
not to oogle at the smashing handi 
work of the atomic bomb, but to 
help rebuild. ‘Schmoe, a Quaker 
from Seattle, was finally granted 
permission from General Douglas 
MacArthur's Occupational Forces 
in 1948, Schmoe brought 25 other 
volunteers with him to help build 
duplex apartments in the privately 
sponsored "Houses for Hiroshima" 
progran, 

Even three years after the 
bombing, “people were still living 
in dug-outs, in hillsides and in 
lean-to's," he said, The devas- 
tation was "just -unbeldieveable, 
There were only a half dozen 
buildings like that," he recalled, 
pointing from his hotel window. 
The skeleton is what remains of 
the Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial 
Promotion Hall-more commonly known 
now as the A-bomb Dome. 
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Drawing by atomic bomb survivor Yoshio Hamada 
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That summer the group built four 
apartments under the supervision 
of a hired Japanese master carpen- 
ter (to insure that the shelter 
would not simply resemble a U.S. 
import). More than 4,000 people 
applied for those few homes, he 
noted, which the city rented for 
1,000 yen (about $4) a month, 
Schmoe said the rent has remained 
static for the houses, all of 
which still stand except two, 

The project provided free material 
and labor for 16 more duplexes 
during the next four summers, 
while building 11 duplexes as well 
in Nagasaki. ‘ 

last year, Schmoe was named an 
honorary citizen of Hiroshima and 
became the first U.S. citizen asked 
to lay flowers at the Central Ceno- 
taph monument during the Aug, 6 
ceremony. The humble, affiable, 
man has been nick-named "Shimo-sun" 
(Mr. Frost) by Japanese friends, 
referring to his snow-white hair, 

This year, he returned with re- 
presentatives from each of the three 
younger generations of the 5chmoe 
family, plus other Seattle resi- 
dents with the "Million Cranes for 
Peace" campaign. In Japanese 
lore, an: ailing person may fold 
1,000 paper cranes and regain good 
health. Many monuments through- 
out Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are 
draped with strands of such cranes, 
recalling the story of Sadako, a 
young Hiroshima girl able to fold 
just 644 cranes before, succombing 
to cancer contracted because of the 
bombing, z 

Students in more than 400 pri- 
mary schools in the Seattle area, 
in 15 other states and five other 
countries have been folding cranes. 
in the orgamy fashion. "Many 
thousands were brought to Japan," 
Schmoe said, and 1,000 were al- 
ready given to the executive of 
each nuclear power nation: The 
Soviet Union, United States, France, 
Great Britain and China, 
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On July 16th, Richard Miller, a 
member of the Kindred Community, 
dismantled 39 feet of track on the 
siding leading from the United 
States Department of Energy's 
Pantex Plant to a main line of 
the Atchinson, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad. He began working at 
1:00 a.m. and was not found 
until 9:00 am that morning. 

Richard is now in the custody 
of the Potter County Correctional 
Center facing two federal charges, 
One is "tampering with trains" 
and the other is "destruction of 
national defense" which carry 
maximum sentences of 20 years and 
10 years respectively. His trial 
will be at the end of next month; 
the exact date has not been set. 
Please send letters to Rich at: 


Richard A, Miller 
PCCC--Maximum Unit 
Box 11135 

Amarillo, TX 79111 
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We need to penetrate 
the factories where 
nuclear death lurks... 


The following is his state- 
ment. 


Q. What is the difference 
between Pantex and Ausch- 
witz? 

A, At Auschwitz the trains car- 
ried the people to the crem- 
atoria; At Pantex the trains 
carry the crematoria to the 
people. 

This rather gruesome riddle, a 
paraphrase of Daniel Berrigan, 
expresses very graphically the 
insight which leads me to act here 
at Pantex: a deep sense of con- 
nection, between horrors past and 
horrors to come, between our col- 
lective inaction and our steady drift 
toward global holocaust. An 
insight which cuts through the 
rhetorical snarl of today's endless 
debate over the "issue" of nuclear 
weapons anf goes straight to the 
heart of the matter: that nuclear 


weapons are instruments of mass 
murder, designed to incinerate 
living, breathing, thinking, feeling 
beings on an wmimaginably massive 
scale. No longer able to ignore 
this reality and go about my 
"business as usual," I am here at 
Pantex, the final assembly point 
for every nuclear weapon manu- 
factured in the United States, to 
say in the most emphatic way 
possible: THfS IS WRONG! 

I come to make this state- 
ment not merely with words, but with 
concrete action, with my very life. 
This action springs from my faith, 
which calls me both, to resistance 
and to responsibility, By disman- 
tling a section of the railroad 
siding which leads from the Pantex 
Plant to the main tracks, I am 
breaking a link in the nuclear 
chain which leads from design to 
production to deployment to 
annihilation. More importantly, 
by remaining at the scene of my 
action and willingly accepting 
its consequences, I hope to heal 
some of the spiritual wounds we 
have inflicted on ourselves and 
the world around us by our accep- 
tanee and use of violence, oppres- 
sion, and terror. 

There is no doubt that there 
are some who will label me a ter- 
rorist, and attempt to equate my 
action with abortion clinic 
bombings, midnight cross-burnings, 
and other genuine acts .of violence 
and terrorism. My response to 
those who would make such accusa— 
tions is twofold. 

First, there are two crucial 
elements which separate acts of 
non-violent direct action such 
as mine from acts of terrorism and 
sabotage, The first is an absolute 
insistence thd&t the action in no 
way harms for endangers others. 
Unlike a bombing, in which the 
inherently high degree of uncon- 
trolability endangers many lives 
even if no harm is intended, my 
action was carefully planned’ to 
eliminate any possibility of an 
accidental derailment. The second 
element is the willingness to take 
personal responsibility for one's 
action. This is what distinguishes 
my spiritual act of witness from a 
political act of sabotage (which 
is characterized by "hit and rm" 

ctics more suited to its emphasis 
on “effectiveness") or from a 
simply juvenile act of vandalism, 

The second part of my response 
goes beyond merely refuting the 
charge of terrorism, by pointing 
‘out that my act is really one of 
anti-terrorism. For what are 
nuclear weapons, if not the ulti- 
mate instruments of terror? And 
despite the consistent abuse of the 
term by contemporary propagan- 
dists, terrorism is still defined 
as " the systematic use of terror, 
especially as a means of coercion," 
a definition which makes no refer- 
ence to the political status of 
the user of terror, be it a hand- 
ful of right-orleft-wing extre- 
mists or the government of the 
United States, Who, then, is the 
terrorist? Me, for my personal 
refusal to be a silent partner in 
the business of mass murder? Or 
the United States, for its reli- 


ance on violence and the threat 

of world extermination to main- 

tain its position of privilege 

in the world? | 
Finally, my act is an invita- 


tion. An invitation to Pantex 
worker's to examine the true | 
nature and consequences of the work } 
they do, the bombs they build, 
An invitation to those already 

involved in the movement for 

peace, to examine their own pri- 

orities and commitments, to relect 

on the risk and suffering both on 

a personal level arid on a global 

level, and to put them in their 

proper perspective, An invita- 

tion to anyone who's ears and 

hearts are open, to take a very 

close look at their own lives, at 

the pervasive threads which 

connect us to semmingly distant 

violence, and to seek out, in pray- 

er and faith, answers to the dis- 

turbing questions which nust arise, 


Richard Miller 
July 1985 


My 
Sorrow to 
Green peace 


by Norman Searah 


While I was home visiting my 
mother this last summer, an event 
took place that shocked me and may- 
be even you. It was the senseless 
bombing of "The Rainbow Warrior." 

I have always been a supporter 
of Greenpeace, for the actions 
of civil disobedience against 


such things as killing of seals, 


killing of whales, the dumping of 
toxic waste into the sea and more. 
I am no expert on the subject of 
life, yet the issues that Green- 
peace and other groups are 
fighting deal with the survival 
of this one planet we call earth, 
which is our only home that we have 
right now. Our home does alot for 
us but look at what we do in return, 
We're killing ourselves by things 
like the build up in the arms race, 
acid rain, germ warfare and other 
things. j 

I know that alot of you may not 
know about Greenpeace or may not 
like Greenpeace because of some- 
thing you might have heard from 
one of your friends. To make 
peace with yourself I would suggest 
you to, write to Greenpeace for more 
information. The address is : 


Greenpeace 
1611 Connecticutt Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20009 Cy 


A few weeks ago Frank gave 

me a gift. A gift which very 
few people know about. A gift 
which L hardly ever ask for, 

one which Frank somewhat got for 
me, That gift was a chance 

of going home, 4 vacation. 

A vacation which I would like 
+o share with you Who may be read- 
ing this article. Because I didn't 
just go home to spend time with my 
family but to also spend time with 
other people that are doing the 
same thing as 1 am but on a larger 
scale because the cities are bigger 
than Des Moines. 

As I said I hardly take vaca- 
+ions,adue to many reasons and it's 
een a long time since I was last 
home. People got into telling 
me that 1 should try to go home to 
spend some time with my mother. 
Everyone from Sheryl Snodgrass, to 
our guests, from the guys on the 
street to Frank Cordaro-who in many 
‘peoples book is now known as 
Father Frank but in mine he's 
Frank. 

It was some time around after 
Frank became a priest that he de- 
cided, or we decided, that Norman 
needed a vacation. At the same time 
Frank needed to touch home base 
with old friends along with saying 
a couple of masses. He visited old 
friends like Mike Sprong, his Aunt 
in New York and the people at Jonah 
House. 


The people in both houses work 
hard at everything they do from 
taking care of women at Mary House 
to feeding the hundreds of peo- 
ple that they feed at Joseph House, 
from getting the Catholic Worker 
paper out, to keeping both houses 
clean, 

After the wedding Frank, Mike, 
and I went to Peter Maurin Farm 
and spent a few hours there. it 
was kind of good to know that there 
was a place for the staff of the 
NYC Worker Houses to go if they 
got tired or burned out. 

Then Frank and Mike drove while 
I slept in back of the car to 
Washington D.C. In D.C. we stayed 
at the Commumity for Creative Non- 
Violence (CCNV), We stayed to 
attend a court hearing on whether 
to close a eight humdred person 
shelter that CCNV ran and, in 
which, the US government promised 
+o fix. While I was in the court 
room listening people outside of 
the court house were being denied 
the right to come into the court 
house and be in court about the 
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shelter. After awhile they were 
allowed into the court room. The 
next morning the judge ruled that 
the shelter stay open. 

While there at CCNV I had time 
to work along with the people and 
had a chance to see some parts of 
Washington DC, In fact 1 got to 
see the White House at night while 
passing out lumches to people that 
live on the street. 

I got into thinking how hard it 
ais for me to try to get blankets and 
Christmas gifts for about three 
himdred, It would take a miracle 
if I ever had to be a Santa Claus 
in DC because at CCNV like in New 
York City things are much bigger ~ 
and work is harder. 


But anyway, we took off from 
Des Moines driving Frank's new 
car, There were three of us. 
Frank, Susie, a member of CCNV, 
and me. We ali took turns 
driving. I didn't do too good at 
driving the car due to the fact 
that I'm better-.at automatic than 
standards, But we did real good. 
Frank dropped us off in front of 
New York's Port Authority bus 
station. Frank and I agreed to 
meet at the New York Catholic Work- 
er House for B's wedding. BT is 
an old friend and CW staff person 
that we know. 

So anyway I got a bus to go 
home on. While I was home I had a 
good time with my mother along with 
my brothers and sisters, most of 
whom are all married and have chil- 
dren of their own, which mother 
loves. We talked alot about many 
things. We went to a few places. 
When we had the chance to see the 
town I grew up in it had changed. 
At the same time seeing the change 
in the tow and my family, I got to 
see the changes in myself. And I 
want you to know mom and the rest 
of the Searahs that as much as I 
love God I love all of you. 

It was time for me to leave 
and to meet Frank in New York City. 
In New York City, after trying 
to visit old friends and old 
stomping grounds I found myself 
lost. In my being lost I met Mike 
Sprong who was just taking a walk, 
We were both surprised. We both 


‘walked to St. Joseph house which 


is one of the Catholic Worker House 
in New York, At this point I found 
out that Frank was with both BI and 
her husband to be and family and 
friends. At the same time 1 helped 
out in the kitchen at St. Joseph 
House and then I worked on flowers 
at Mary House which is only a coupl 
of blocks away. 


Then we had to leave DC, we went 
+o Baltimore, to Jonah House. 
For a few hours I helped with a 
meal, Then we left to come back 
to Des Moines. On the way back 
we picked up a hitchhiker which 
made me feel like my vacation 
was coming to a good end. 

“So that was my vacation. 
Thanks to Frank for taking me, 
Thanks to the community for letting 
me know that I needed a rest. 
Thanks to Sheryl and a few people 
on the street for teaching me 
about mothers, And thanks to my 
family, my mother, and those 
communities I visited and the 
activities I took part in. 


THANK-YOU 
I love you. 
Norman. 


What the Catholic Worker Believes 

The Catholic Worker 
stands for co-operation 
against capitalism. 

The Catholic Worker 
stands for personalism 
against socialism. 

The Catholic Worker 
stands for leadership 
against dictatorship. 

The Catholic Worker 
stands for agrarianism 
against industrialism. 

The Catholic Worker 
stands for decentralisn 
against totalitarianisn, 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in the gentle personalism 
of traditional Catholicism. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in the personal obligation 
of looking after 

~ the needs of our brother. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in the daily practice 
of the works of mercy. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in the houses of, hospitality 
for the immediate relief 
sof those who are in need. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in the establishment 
of farming commmes 
where each one works 
according to his ability 
and gets according to his needs, 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in creating a new society 
within the shell of the old 
with the philosophy of the new, 
which is not a new philosophy 
but a very old philosophy 
a philosophy so old 
that it looks like new. 
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"It's a way for children to 
become involved," he noted, At 
schools, Schmoe said in concedes 
to students, "Folding a crane will 
not stop an atomic bomb. But by 
giving someone a paper crane," he 
adds, “you make a friend. And 
friends wouldn't drop atomic bombs 
on each other," 

Schmoe, author of six books 
and former chief naturalist at 
Mt. Rainer Park, plans next to 
help erect a U.S.-U.S.S.R. peace 
monument in Moscow. He envisions 
two marble walls-one inscribed 
with noteworthy U.S. achievements, 
the other with the Soviet's-that 
begin to converge like lines of 
an arrow. One day, he said, he 
would hope the two walls could 
peacefully meet, 


While most people arrived at 
the two tows by plane or train, 
others chose a more primative 
means-by foot. About 100 rumners 
took hour-long shifts jogging from 
Kobe, in the western half of the 
main Japanese island, Honshu, and 
arrived in Hiroshima Aug, 6. 
Several dozen other runners took 
turns to complete the final 445 
kilometers (275 Miles) to Nagasaki. 

A two block long procession of 
marchers entered Hiroshima, Aug.5. 
About 15 of the marchers had walked 
for three months from Tokyo. 

Two groups-Gensikio, a Communist 
party, and an amalgamation of 
citizens groups-left Tokyo May 5, 
Before last year, there had been 
a single march for more than a 
decade, but political squabbling 
GMbisicier EN apliate= — Waals= sieene Sola 
citizens group included Seikyo, 
the national co-op (which has 
eight million members according to 
their literature), the Nipponzan 
Myohiyi Buddhists and Seinendevia 
youth group. 

Koeche and Megeca Inagaki, from 
Yamanashi prefecture, west of Tokyo, 
were among the marchers. Married 
May 4, the couple walked the dis- 
tance for their honeymoon. Koeche 
said he had always wanted to join 
the peace walk, but until now there 
simply was no one person he wanted 
to walk with for the 740 kilo- 
meters (455 miles). 

Two Buddhist monks from Sri 
lanka, an English nun and nine peo- 
ple from the United States also 
walked, including Anna Christensen 
from Long Beach, CA, She strode 
along with her 4 year-old daughter 
Tahesha while pushing two-year old 
son George in a stroller. 

The night of Aug. 5, while 
gardeners busily planted thousands 
of yellow carnations for the fol- 
lowing days ceremony, about 20 of 
the marchers chanted from 11 p.m, 
to 3 a.m. in a vigil for peace 
before the Cenotaph, The struc- 
ture, resembling a covered wagon 
without wheels, shelters a black 
coffin holding "Kakocho" or "books 
of the past," listing the names 
of those who died from the atomic 
bombing in Hiroshima, As of this 
month 137,272 names are recorded, 

Etched in the coffin's front in 
Japanese characters is the pro- 
mise, "Let all the souls here rest 
in peace, for we shall not repeat 
the evil." ; 

The atomic bombings may have 
ended WWII, but for the patients 
of Hiroshima's Atomic Bomb Hos- 
pital, the bombing marks the start 
of a personal battle for survival. 
Since the doctors opened there in 


—— 
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1956, doctors have seen’ 70,000--° ~~‘ 
patients, according to Tadahiro 
Kido, vice-Chief Administrator of 
the hospital for 15 years. Cur- 
rently the hospital beds 150 
patients, 

Methods of treatments utilized 
include medication, surgery, 
radiology and orthopedics. Much 
work is also done in recording data 
to help further solve more of the 
mysteries surrounding "the Atomic 
Bomb Disease" (which expresses it- 
self in patients. ultimately as 
cancer or leukemia). Tadakiro 
added that at least 1,800 "Hiba- 
kusha" have died from their expo- 
ae to the bomb since 1956. 

Jon Man, forced to join the 
war production effort in Hiroshina, 
is one of 12 Korean patients being 
examined and treated at the hos- 
pital. The silver-haired, outgoing | 


man, contended that 70,000 Korean 
people died from the after effects, 
when they returned to Korea, 


That morning in 1945, Man said 
he "thought a bomb dropped near 
my house, maybe a usual bomb." 
He and his two children, then two 
and five years of age, had been 
having breakfast, An air-raid 
warning from the previous evening 
had been lifted earlier in the 
morning. At 2.5 kilometers (14 mi) 
from the hypocenter, he "felt a 
rush, (out) 1 couldn't see anything. 
It was dark all around him," Man 
said. Half of his house had just 
collapsed on he and his family. 
Once he freed himself from the 
rubble, he grabbed his children_and 
"ran to the mountains" north of town, 

Today, Man said he has frequent 
headaches, spasms of the nerves in 
his shoulders, extreme spells of 
weakness and occassional spells of 
blacking out. The blast left him 
with several scars from flying glass 
and snatched the hearing from his 
left ear. Since he arrived at the 
hospital Aug. 5, doctors have been 
unable to discern his ailment. 
Man, who is liason between the Kor- 
ean patients and the medical staff, 
reports back to the president of a 
Korean Hibakusha association. 
Thankful of the free care given him 
by the Korean and Japanese govern- 
ments, he still wonders if the 
United States, too, should help 
cover the medical bill. Korea was, 
after all, he noted, also strug- 
gling against Japan, 


bout nuclear war, 
Barbara Reynolds, a Long Beach, CA 
peace activist, are not theori- 
Zing scientists, but the Hibakusha 
themselves, 
organized a four-month-long Peace 
Pilgrimage with two survivors of 
the Hiroshima bombing through the 
United States, Europe and the Soviet 
Union, spoke at the Nagasaki 

| conference, 
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" insisted 


Reynolds, who first 


It's been only during the last 
four years that some of the films 
told from the Hitakusha's point of 
view, have been released and 
declassified by the U.S. govern- 
ment, “We must keep reminding 
Americans, not just of what could 


happen," she exclaimed, by pro- 


ducing programs like the "Day 
After", but by remembering what did 
happen." 

When someone critically mentions 
Hiroshima she said someone will 
invariably ask, "What about Pearl 
Harbor?" I'm not saying who started 
the war," Reynolds said, "Hiroshima 
was enough to end the war," 
(Editor's note: When the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor they bombed 
only the naval base, as Americans, 
we bombed two cities with no thought 
to civilian or any other life.) 

Her squarely cropped white hair 
seemed to back with experience the 
stern tone of her voice, She added, 
"But when we mention Nagasaki, 
Americans have nothing ta say. 

The United States. can never forget 
it began the arms race with those 
two explosions" she stressed, “And 
as long as we (the nuclear ‘powers ) 
continue to build nuclear weapons, 
we are supporting the enemy. Not 
some opposing nation,"she said, with 
the presence of nuclear weapons, 
“The enemy is war," 


by JeFfF Stack 


(Editor's note-The reporter 
walked with the peace march 

for two weeks. ‘Special thanks 
+o Ryoko Wada, Ronnie Alexander 
and Yumi Furukido for their 
help in translating. ) 
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there is no one else who will pro- 
vide for the needs of homeless, 
hungry women and families. 

Our consolation can only be 
in Christ. No secular substitute 
will do. No rationalization will 
reduce our helplessness. But 
"faith is the confident assurance 
concerning what's hoped for and 
conviction about things we do not 
see," (Heb, 11:1) and Jesus 
preached about the dangers of 
riches (Mt, 49321-30): If I were 
rich with means to assist the 
homeless, I would have no more 
need for Christ than those rich 
with possessions. My helplessness 
immerses me in and with Christ, 
I am as helpless as those I serve, 
My helplessness shows me my need 
for consolation in Christ, 


by Donna 
Henderson 
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"It is a time of the cross and 
of hope, of possibility and of 
risks, of responsibility and of 
commitment." Cardinal Pironio 
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